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1. What Is Perplexity AI? 

Perplexity is often described as an "answer engine" rather than a chatbot. Instead of answering 

purely from what it learned during training, it searches the live web on every query, reads multiple 

sources, and gives you a direct answer with numbered citations you can click to verify. 

This makes it especially strong for research, fact-checking, and any question where you want to 

see exactly where the information came from. 

 

What Makes Perplexity Different 

• Every answer is backed by clickable, numbered source citations. 

• It searches the live web by default, rather than relying only on training data. 

• Paid plans let you choose which underlying AI model answers your query. 

• It offers a free, AI-powered browser (Comet) alongside its chat interface. 

2. Getting Started 

1. Go to perplexity.ai or download the mobile app. 

2. Sign up with an email address, Google account, or Apple account (no subscription required). 

3. Type your question into the search box in plain language. 

4. Read the answer and check the numbered citations for the sources behind it. 

5. Ask a follow-up question in the same thread to dig deeper. 

 

Where You Can Use Perplexity 

• Perplexity.ai web app for research and everyday questions. 

• Perplexity mobile app iOS and Android, with voice search support. 

• Comet a free AI-powered browser that can summarize pages and automate tasks. 

• Sonar API for developers who want to build search-grounded answers into their own apps. 

3. Understanding the Perplexity Plans 

Perplexity's plans mainly differ in how many deep research queries you get and whether you can 

choose the underlying AI model. 

Free 

Unlimited standard searches with cited answers, all Focus modes, and a small daily allowance of 

Pro Search and Deep Research queries. A strong, genuinely useful starting point for casual use. 

Pro 

A mid-priced plan for regular researchers. It unlocks a much larger daily allowance of Pro Search 

and Deep Research, the ability to choose which AI model answers your query, expanded file 

uploads, and image generation. 

 

 



Max 

The top individual tier, aimed at heavy daily users. It removes most usage limits and adds a "Model 

Council" mode that runs your query across multiple leading AI models at once and synthesizes the 

results, plus background task assistants. 

Enterprise 

Built for organizations, with team seats, admin controls, and stronger data-privacy guarantees. 

 

Tip: Start on the free plan. Upgrade to Pro once you find yourself running out of daily Pro Search 

or Deep Research queries. 

4. How Perplexity Actually Works (In Simple Terms) 

When you ask Perplexity something, it typically runs a live web search, reads several of the top 

results, and then generates an answer that summarizes what those sources say with a citation next 

to each claim so you can check it yourself. 

This is different from a typical chatbot, and it explains two important things: 

• Because it's checking current sources, Perplexity is often stronger than chat-only tools for 

recent events, prices, or fast-changing facts. 

• The quality of the answer still depends on the quality of the sources it finds always glance at 

the citations for anything important. 

 

Key Idea 

Treat Perplexity like a very fast research assistant who hands you a summary with footnotes. 

The footnotes are the point always check them before relying on something important. 

5. The Golden Rules of Searching and Prompting 

Rule 1: Ask Direct Questions 

Perplexity works best with clear, specific questions rather than vague topics treat it like asking a 

knowledgeable person, not typing keywords into a search bar. 

Rule 2: Use the Right Focus Mode 

Switch focus modes (Web, Academic, Reddit, YouTube, News, Wolfram Alpha) to point 

Perplexity toward the type of source that matters for your question. 

Rule 3: Ask for Recent Information Explicitly 

If timing matters, say so “as of this month" or "the most recent data” so Perplexity prioritizes fresh 

sources. 

Rule 4: Use Pro Search or Deep Research for Harder Questions 

For multi-part or research-heavy questions, switch to Pro Search or Deep Research instead of a 

standard quick search. 

Rule 5: Follow Up in the Same Thread 



Ask clarifying or deeper follow-up questions in the same conversation so Perplexity keeps the 

context of what you've already asked. 

6. How to Structure a Great Query 

A strong Perplexity query usually includes: 

6. The specific question not just a topic. 

7. Any timeframe that matters (this year, the last quarter, right now). 

8. The type of source you want (academic, news, community opinions, etc.). 

9. The format you want the answer in (a short summary, a comparison table, a list). 

 

Example: Weak vs Strong Query 

Weak: "electric cars" 

 

Strong: "What are the most significant improvements in electric car battery range in the last 

12 months? Summarize in a short table with sources." 

The second version tells Perplexity exactly what to look for, over what timeframe, and how to 

present it. 

7. Getting the Most Accurate Results 

Always Glance at the Citations 

Every claim in a Perplexity answer is backed by a numbered source. Click through to the original 

for anything you plan to rely on or repeat elsewhere. 

Use Deep Research for High-Stakes Questions 

"Run Deep Research on this topic and give me a structured report with sources." 

 

Narrow the Source Type 

If you want peer-reviewed information, switch to Academic focus mode rather than the general 

web this alone meaningfully improves accuracy for scientific or medical topics. 

Ask It to Compare Sources 

"Do the sources agree on this? Point out any conflicting information you find." 

Verify Anything Important 

For legal, medical, financial, or high-stakes decisions, use Perplexity's citations as a starting point 

and confirm with a qualified professional or the original primary source. 

  



8. Avoiding and Catching Mistakes 

Perplexity's citation-based approach reduces but doesn't eliminate the risk of inaccurate answers. 

A few habits help: 

• Check that the cited sources actually say what the summary claims. 

• Watch for outdated sources being cited on fast-changing topics. 

• Ask Perplexity directly if sources disagree on a specific point. 

• For niche or highly technical topics, cross-check with a specialist source. 

• If a citation looks weak or unrelated, ask Perplexity to search again with a more specific query. 

 

"Double-check this against more recent sources and flag anything that might be outdated." 

9. Using Perplexity for Common Everyday Tasks 

Quick Fact-Checking 

"Is this claim accurate: [paste claim]? Show me the sources." 

 

Research & Comparisons 

"Compare [option A] and [option B] on price, features, and reviews, with sources." 

 

Shopping Decisions 

"What are the best-reviewed [product type] under [price] right now?" 

 

News & Current Events 

"What's the latest update on [topic] this week? Use News focus mode." 

 

Learning a Topic 

"Explain [topic] simply, then give me 3 well-sourced facts I can dig into further." 

 

Document Analysis 

"Upload: What methodology did this paper use, and what were the main findings?" 

  



10. Key Features to Know About 

• Pro Search a multi-step search mode that reads a larger set of sources before answering. 

• Deep Research an in-depth mode that reads many more sources and produces a structured 

report. 

• Focus Modes narrow your search to Web, Academic, Reddit, YouTube, News, or Wolfram 

Alpha. 

• Model choice (paid plans) pick which underlying AI model generates your answer. 

• File uploads ask questions directly about PDFs, spreadsheets, or images. 

• Voice search ask questions out loud on mobile. 

11. Spaces, Focus Modes, and the Comet Browser 

Spaces 

Spaces let you organize an ongoing research project with its own files, custom instructions, and 

thread history so Perplexity keeps consistent context instead of starting fresh each time. 

Focus Modes 

Focus modes point your search at a specific type of source: Web for general search, Academic for 

scholarly papers, Reddit for community discussion, YouTube for video content, News for current 

events, and Wolfram Alpha for calculations and data. 

Comet Browser 

Comet is a free, AI-powered browser that can summarize the page you're viewing, answer 

questions about it, and help automate simple multi-step browsing tasks useful if you want AI help 

without switching tabs. 

12. Do's and Don'ts Checklist 

Do 

• Ask specific, direct questions rather than vague topics. 

• Check the numbered citations behind anything important. 

• Use the right Focus Mode for the type of source you need. 

• Use Deep Research for research-heavy or high-stakes questions. 

• Follow up in the same thread to build on earlier context. 

 

Don't 

• Assume every citation is automatically authoritative check the source itself. 

• Ask multiple unrelated questions in a single confusing query. 

• Skip verification on legal, medical, or financial topics. 

• Ignore the timeframe when a question depends on how recent the information is. 

  



13. Troubleshooting Common Problems 

"The answer feels shallow." 

Switch to Pro Search or Deep Research so Perplexity reads more sources before answering. 

"The sources don't look reliable." 

Switch Focus Mode for example, to Academic for scholarly sources or ask Perplexity to prioritize 

more authoritative sources. 

"The information seems outdated." 

Add a timeframe to your question ("as of this month") or switch to News focus mode. 

"I keep losing context between questions." 

Stay in the same thread, or set up a Space for ongoing research so context carries over. 

"I've hit my daily limit." 

Free plan limits reset daily; if you need more Pro Search or Deep Research queries regularly, 

consider upgrading to Pro. 

  



14. Conclusion 

Perplexity AI is best thought of as a research-first tool: fast, cited, web-connected answers rather 

than a purely conversational assistant. Used well, it can replace a lot of manual searching and fact-

checking. 

Use this guide as a reference to ask better questions, choose the right mode for the job, and always 

check the sources before relying on anything important. 
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